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ELECTION  LAW,  1874. 


A  FURTHER  SUPPLEMENT 

To  the  Act  Regulating  Election  in  this 
Commonwealth. 


Section  i.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa¬ 
tives  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assem¬ 
bly  met ,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  of  the  assessors  who  are  Duties  of 

sessors. 

required  to  perform  any  duties  incident  to  the  holding  of 
elections  and  the  registration  of  voters  in  the  different  coun¬ 
ties  or  cities  of  this  Commonwealth,  on  the  first  Monday  of 
June,  of  each  year,  to  take  up  the  transcript  of  the  next  preceding 
assessment,  as  transmitted  to  them  by  the  city  or  county  com¬ 
missioners,  and  proceed  to  the  revision  of  the  same.  And  for  this 
purpose  he  shall  visit  every  dwelling  house  in  his  district,  and 
make  careful  inquiry  if  any  person  whose  name  is  on  his  list  has 
died  or  removed  from  the  district,  and  if  so  to  erase  the  same 
therefrom,  or  whether  any  qualified  voter  resides  therein  whose 
name  is  not  on  his  list,  and  if  so  to  add  the  same  thereto,  and  in 
all  cases  where  a  name  is  added  to  the  list  the  person  shall  forth¬ 
with  be  assessed,  and  the  assessor  shall  in  all  cases  ascertain,  by 
inquiry,  upon  what  ground  the  person  so  assessed  claims  to  be  a 
voter.  Upon  the  completion  of  this  work  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
each  assessor,  as  aforesaid,  to  proceed  to  make  out  a  list  in 
alphabetical  order  of  the  male  citizens  twenty-one  years  of  age  and 
upwards  claiming  to  be  qualified  voters  in  the  election  district  of 
which  he  is  the  assessor,  and  opposite  each  of  said  names  state 
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■Copies  of  as¬ 
sessment  to 
be  delivered 
to  the  com¬ 
missioners. 


Duties  of 
county  com¬ 
missioners. 


whether  said  citizen  is  or  ismot  a  housekeeper;  and  if  he  is,  the 
number  of  his  residence  in  towns  where  the  same  are  numbered, 
with  the  street,  alley  or  court  in  which  situated,  and  if  in  a  town 
where  there  are  no  numbers  the  name  of  the  street,  alley  or  court 
on  which  said  house  fronts,  also  the  occupation  of  the  person  ; 
and  where  he  is  not  a  housekeeper,  the  occupation,  place  of  board¬ 
ing,  and  with  whom  ;  and  if  working  for  another  the  name  of  the 
■employer,  and  write  opposite  each  of  said  names  the  word 
“  voter  ;  ”  where  any  person  claims  to  vote  by  reason  of  naturali¬ 
zation  he  shall  exhibit  his  certificate  thereof  to  the  assessor,  unless 
he  has  been  for  two  consecutive  years  next  preceding  a  voter  in 
said  district  ;  and  in  all  cases  where  the  person  has  been  natural¬ 
ized  the  name  shall  be  marked  with*  the  letter  “N,”  where  the 
person  has  merely  declared  his  intentions  to  become  a  citizen  and 
designs  to  be  naturalized  before  the  next  election,  he  shall  exhibit 
the  certificate  of  his  declaration  of  intention  and  the  name  shall 
be  marked  “D  I;  ”  and  where  the  person  shall  be  entitled  by 
existing  laws  to  be  naturalized  without  making  a  declaration  of 
his  intentions  to  be  naturalized,  and  intends  to  be  naturalized  at 
least  one  month  before  the  next  general  election,  the  name  of 
such  person  shall  be  added  to  the  list,  and  the  name  of  such  person 
shall  be  marked  “I  N  ;  ”  where  the  claim  is  to  vote  by  reason  of 
being  of  the  age  of  twenty-one,  and  under  twenty-two,  as  pro¬ 
vided  by  law,  the  word  “  age  ”  shall  be  entered,  and  if  the  person 
has  moved  into  the  election  district  to  reside  since  the  last 
general  election,  the  letter  “R”  shall  be  placed  opposite  the 
name;  it  shall  be  the  further  duty  of  each  assessor,  as  aforesaid, 
upon  the  completion  of  the  duties  herein  imposed,  to  make  out  a 
separate  list  of  all  new  assessments  made  by  him  ;  on  the  lists 
being  completed  and  the  assessments  made  as  aforesaid,  the  same 
shall  forthwith  be  returned  to  the  county  commissioners. 

Section  2.  The  county  commissioners  shall  immediately  add 
the  names  on  the  list  of  new  assessments  to  the  tax  duplicate  of 
the  ward,  borough,  township  or  district  in  which  they  have  been 
assessed,  and  cause  duplicate  copies  of  the  other  list,  with  the 
observations  and  explanations  required  to  be  noted  as  aforesaid,  to 
be  made  out  as  soon  as  practicable  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
assessor,  who  shall,  prior  to  the  first  Monday  of  August  in  each 
year,  put  one  copy  thereof  on  the  door  of  or  on  the  house  where 
the  election  of  the  respective  district  is  required  to  be  held,  and 
retain  the  other  in  his  possession  for  the  inspection,  free  of 
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charge,  of  any  person  resident  in  the  said  election  district  who 

shall  desire  to  see  the  same,  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said 

assessor  to  add  from  time  to  time,  on  the  personal  application  of 

any  one  claiming  the  right  to  vote,  the  name  of  such  claimant, 

and  mark  opposite  the  name  “C  V,”  and  immediately  assess  him, 

noting,  as  in  all  other  cases,  his  occupation,  residence,  whether 

a  boarder  or  housekeeper,  if  a  boarder  with  whom  he  boards, 

and  whether  naturalized  or  designing  to  be,  marking  in  all  cases 

opposite  the  name  the  letters  “N,”  “  D  I,”  or  “I  N,”  as  the 

case  may  be;  if  the  person  claiming  to  be  assessed  be  naturalized, 

he  shall  exhibit  to  the  assessor  his  certificate  of  naturalization,  and 

if  he  claims  that  he  designs  to  be  naturalized  before  the  next 

ensuing  election,  he  shall  exhibit  the  certificate  of  his  declaration 

of  intention,  if  such  previous  declaration  is  required  by  the  laws 

of  the  United  States;  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  assessor  to 

be  present  at  the  election  house  of  the  said  election  district 

during  the  two  secular  days  next  preceding  the  day  fixed  by  the 

third  section  of  this  act,  for  returning  the  lists  to  the  county  com-  _ 

missioners,  from  io  A.  M.  to  3  P.  M.,  and  from  6  P.  M.  to  9  P.  Assessors  to 
_  .  .  correct  list. 

M.  ot  each  of  said  days,  for  the  purpose  of  hearing  and  acting 

upon  applications  to  be  made  under  the  provisions  of  this  section, 

or  relating  to  names  upon  said  lists,  or  that  are  sought  to  be 

placed  thereon  or  struck  therefrom;  and  it  shall  be  his  duty  to 

correct  said  lists  by  adding  thereto  the  names  of  persons  entitled 

to  vote  not  already  thereon,  and  by  striking  therefrom  fictitious 

names  or  names  of  persons  who  may  have  died  or  removed  from 

said  district;  and  the  said  lists  shall  be  open  for  inspection  by  Lists  open  for 

any  qualified  elector  of  the  county  or  ward  in  which  the  election  !U5,pect‘oa- 

district  is  situated,  as  well  as  by  the  person  claiming  to  be 

registered  ;  and  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  the  proper  county, 

or  any  law  judge  thereof,  at  chambers,  on  the  application  of  any  coi'fstmMiom! 

qualified  elector  of  the  ward  or  county,  under  oath,  setting  forth  mo  11  Pieas> 

a  breach  of  any  of  the  duties  imposed  on  said  assessor  by  this  act, 

which  oath  may  be  made  at  any  time  before  the  day  of  election, 

shall  call  the  assessor  and  the  complainant  before  it  or  him  by 

citation  or  rule  to  show  cause,  and  shall  hear  the  parties  and 

dispose  of  the  subject  in  a  summary  manner  as  to  law  and  justice 

shall  belong,  and  shall,  if  need  be,  order  the  assessor  to  correct  the 

registry  accordingly,  and  the  said  court  or  judge  may  ^enforce 

such  order  by  attachment  as  in  proceedings  for  contempt. 

Section  3.  After  the  assessments  have  been  completed  on  the 
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Assessor  to 
make  assess¬ 
ment  to  the 
county  com. 
missioners 


Correct  copy 
of  assessment 
to  bedelivered 
to  election 
officers. 


Appointment 
of  overseers. 


Duties  of  over¬ 
seers. 


Penalty  for 
preventing 
the  overseer 
from  perform 
ing  their  du¬ 
ties. 


sixty-first  day  before  the  Tuesday  next  following  the  first  Monday 
of  November  in  each  year,  the  assessors  shall,  on  the  following 
da)r,  make  a  return  to  the  county  commissioners  of  the  names  of 
all  persons  assessed  by  him  since  the  return  required  to  be  made  by 
him  by  the  first  section  of  this  act,  noting  opposite  each  name  the 
observations  and  explanations  required  to  be  noted  as  aforesaid, 
and  the  county  commissioners  shall  thereupon  cause  the  same  to  be 
added  to  the  return  required  by  the  first  section  of  this  act,  and  a 
full  and  correct  copy  thereof  to  be  made  containing  the  names  of 
all  persons  so  returned  as  resident  taxables  in  said  election  district, 
and  furnish  the  same,  together  with  the  necessary  election  blanks 
to  the  officers  of  the  election  in  such  election  district  on  or  before 
seven  o’clock  the  morning  of  the  election,  and  no  man  shall  be 
permitted  to  vote  at  the  election  on  that  day  whose  name  is  not 
on  said  list,  unless  he  shall  make  proof  of  his  right  to  vote  as 
hereinafter  required. 

Section  4.  On  the  petition  of  five  or  more  citizens  of  any 
election  district  setting  forth  that  the  appointment  of  overseers  is 
a  reasonable  precaution  to  secure  the  purity  and  fairness  of  the 
election  in  said  district,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Court  of  Com¬ 
mon  Pleas  *of  the  proper  county,  all  the  law  judges'  of  the  said 
court  able  to  act  at  the  time  concurring,  to  appoint  two  judicious, 
sober  and  intelligent  citizens  of  the  said  district,  belonging  to 
different  political  parties,  overseers  of  election,  to  supervise  the 
proceedings  of  election  officers  thereof,  and  make  report  of  the 
same,  as  they  may  be  required  by  such  court ;  said  overseers  shall 
be  persons  qualified  to  serve  upon  election  boards,  and  shall  have 
the  right  to  be  present  with  the  officers  of  such  election  during  the 
whole  time  the  same  is  held,  the  votes  counted  and  the  returns 
made  out  and  signed  by  the  election  officers,  to  keep  a  list  of 
voters,  if  they  see  proper  to  challenge  any  person  offering  to  vote, 
and  interrogate  him  and  his  witnesses  under  oath  in  regard  to  his 
right  of  suffrage  at  said  election,  and  to  examine  his  papers  pro¬ 
duced  ;  and  the  officers  of  said  election  are  required  to  afford  to 
said  overseers  so  selected  and  appointed  every  convenience  and 
facility  for  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  and  if  said  election  offi¬ 
cers  shall  refuse  to  permit  said  overseers  to  be  present  and  perform 
their  duties  as  aforesaid,  such  officer  or  officers  shall  be  guilty  of 
a  misdemeanor,  and  on  conviction  thereof  shall  be  fined  not  ex¬ 
ceeding  one  thousand  dollars  or  imprisoned  not  exceeding  one 
year,  or  both,  in  the  discretion  of  the  court  ;  or  if  the  overseers 
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shall  be  driven  away  from  the  polls  by  violence  or  intimidation, 
all  the  votes  polled  in  such  election  district  maybe  rejected  by  the 
proper  tribunal  trying  a  contest  under  said  election,  or  a  part  or 
portion  of  such  votes  aforesaid  may  be  counted  as  such  tribunal 
may  deem  necessary  to  a  just  and  proper  disposition  of  the  case. 

Section  c.  At  all  elections  hereafter  held  under  the  laws  ofIIoui:for 

J  opening  and 

this  Commonwealth  the  polls  shall  be  opened  at  seven  o’clock  dosing  polls. 

A.  M.,  and  closed  at  seven  o’clock  P.  M. 

Section  6.  In  all  election  districts  where  a  vacancy  exists  by  vacancies, 
reason  of  the  disqualification  of  the  officer  or  otherwise  in  an  elec-  how  filled- 
tion  board  heretofore  appointed,  or  where  any  new  district  shall 
be  formed  the  judge  or  judges  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of 
the  proper  county  shall,  ten  days  before  any  general  or  special 
election,  appoint  competent  persons  to  fill  said  vacancies,  and  to 
conduct  the  election  in  said  new  districts,  and  in  the  appointment 
of  inspectors  in  any  election  district  both  shall  not  be  of  the  same 
political  party,  and  the  judge  of  elections  shall  in  all  cases  be  of 
the  political  party  having  the  majority  of  votes  in  said  district,  as 
nearly  as  the  said  judge  or  judges  can  ascertain  the  fact,  and  in 
case  of  the  disagreement  of  the  judges  as  to  the  selection  of  in¬ 
spectors,  the  political  majority  of  the  judges  shall  select  one  of 
such  inspectors  and  the  minority  judge  or  judges  shall  select  the 
other. 

Section  7.  Whenever  there  shall  be  a  vacancy  in  an  election 
board  on  the  morning  of  an  election  said  vacancy  shall  be  filed 
in  conformity  with  existing  laws. 

Section  8.  At  the  opening  of  the  polls  at  all  or  special  elections 

it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  judges  of  election,  for  their  respective 

districts,  to  designate  one  of  the  inspectors  whose  duty  it  shall  be  inspector  to 

to  have  in  custody  the  registry  of  voters,  and  to  make  the  entries  of vote?1SteP 

therein  required  by  law,  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  other  of 

said  inspectors  to  receive  and  number  the  ballots  presented  at  said  inspector  to 
,  ,.  number  bal- 

election.  lots. 

Section  9.  All  elections  by  the  citizens  shall  be  by  ballot ;  Elections  how 
every  ballot  voted  shall  be  numbered  in  the  order  in  which  it  shall  htfld' 
be  received,  and  the  number  recorded  by  the  clerks  on  the  list  of 
voters  opposite  the  name  of  the  elector  from  whom  received,  and 
any  voter  voting  two  or  more  tickets,  the  several  tickets  so  voted 
shall  each  be  numbered  with  the  number  corresponding  with  the 
number  to  the  name  of  the  voter ;  any  elector  may  write  his  name 
upon  his  ticket,  or  cause  the  same  to  be  written  thereon  and  at- 


tested  by  a  citizen  of  the  district ;  in  addition  to  the  oath  now 
prescribed  by  law  to  be  taken  and  subscribed  by  election  officers, 
they  shall  severally  be  sworn  or  arffimed  not  to  disclose  how  any 
elector  shall  have  voted  unless  required  to  do  so  as  witnesses  in  a 
judicial  proceeding;  all  judges,  inspectors,  clerks  and  overseers  of 
any  election  held  under  this  act  shall,  before  entering  upon  their 
duties  be  duly  sworn  or  affirmed  in  the  presence  of  each  other. 
The  judge  shall  be  sworn  by  the  minority  inspector  if  there  shall 
be  such  minority  inspector,  and  in  case  there  be  no  minority  in¬ 
spector,  then  by  a  justice  of  the  peace  or  alderman ;  and  the  in¬ 
spectors,  overseers  and  clerks  shall  be  sworn  by  the  judge  ;  certi¬ 
ficates  of  such  swearing  or  affirming  shall  be  duly  made  out  and 
signed  by  the  officers  so  sworn,  and  attested  by  the  officer  who 
administered  the  oath  ;  if  any  judge  or  minority  inspector  refuses 
or  fails  to  swear  the  officers  of  election  in  the  manner  required  by 
this  act,  or  if  any  officer  of  election  shall  act  without  being  first 
duly  sworn,  or  if  any  officer  of  election,  shall  sign  the  form  of  oath 
without  being  duly  sworn,  or  if  any  judge  or  minority  inspector 
shall  certify  that  any  officer  was  sworn  when  he  was  not,  it  shall 
be  deemed  a  misdemeanor,  and,  upon  conviction,  the  officer  or 
Penalty.  officers  so  offending  shall  be  fined,  not  exceeding  one  thousand 
dollars,  or  imprisoned  not  exceeding  one  year,  or  both,  in  the 
discretion  of  the  court. 

Section  io.  On  the  day  of  election  any  person  whose  name 

shall  not  appear  on  the  registry  of  voters,  and  who  claims  the 

Proof  re-  right  to  vote  at  said  election,  shall  produce  at  least  one  qualified 

claimants  voter  of  the  district  as  a  witness  to  the  residence  of  the  claimant 

■whose  names.  ...........  .  .  ,  .  ,  - 

do  not  appear  in  the  district  m  which  he  claims  to  be  a  voter  for  the  period  of 

try.  *e  rtyl  at  least  two  months  immediately  preceding  said  election,  which 

witness  shall  be  sworn  or  affirmed,  and  subscribe  a  written,  or 
partly  written  and  partly  printed,  affidavit  to  the  facts  stated  by 
him,  which  affidavit  shall  define  clearly  where  the  residence  is  of 
the  person  so  claiming  to  be  a  voter ;  and  the  person  so  claiming 
the  right  to  vote  shall  also  take  and  subscribe  a  written,  or  partly 
written  and  partly  printed,  affidavit,  stating,  to  the  best  of  his 
knowledge  and  belief,  when  and  where  he  was  born  ;  that  he  has 
been  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  for  one  month  and  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania ;  that  he  has  resided  in  the  Com¬ 
monwealth  one  year,  or,  if  formerly  a  qualified  elector  or  native 
born  citizen  thereof,  and  has  removed  therefrom  and  returned, 
that  he  has  resided  therein  six  months  next  preceding  said  elec- 
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tion  ;  that  he  has  resided  in  the  district  in  which  he  claims  to  be 
a  voter  for  the  period  of  at  least  two  months  immediately  pre¬ 
ceding  said  election  ;  that  he  has  not  moved  into  the  district  for 
the  purpose  of  voting  therein  ;  that  he  has,  if  22  years  of  age  or 
upwards,  paid  a  State  or  county  tax  within  two  years,  which  was 
assessed  at  least  two  months  and  paid  at  least  one  month  before 
the  election  ;  the  said  affidavit  shall  also  state  when  and  where 
the  tax  claimed  to  be  paid  by  the  affiant  was  assessed,  and  when, 
and  where,  and  to  whom  paid,  and  the  tax  receipt  therefor  shall  be 
produced  for  examination  unless  the  affiant  shall  state  in  his  affi¬ 
davit  that  it  has  been  lost  or  destroyed,  or  that  he  never  received 
any,  and  if  a  naturalized  citizen,  shall  also  state  when  and  where 
and  by  what  court  he  was  naturalized,  and  shall  also  produce  his- 
certificate  of  naturalization  for  examination  ;  but  if  the  person  so- 
claiming  the  right  to  vote  shall  take  and  subscribe  an  affidavit  that 
he  is  a  native-born  citizen  of  the  United  States,  or  if  born  else¬ 
where,  shall  state  the  fact  in  his  affidavit  and  shall  produce^ 
evidence  that  he  has  been  naturalized  or  that  he  is  entitled  to- 
citizenship  by  reason  of  his  father’s  naturalization,  and  shall 
further  state  in  his  affidavit  that  he  is,  at  the  time  of  making  the 
affidavit,  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  and  under  twenty-two  years, 
that  he  has  been  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  one  month,  and 
has  resided  in  the  State  one  year,  or  if  a  native-born  citizen  of  the 
State,  and  removed  therefrom  and  returned,  that  he  has  resided 
therein  six  months  next  preceding  said  election,  and  in  the  election 
district  two  months  immediately  preceding  such  election,  he  shall 
be  entitled  to  vote,  although  he  shall  not  have  paid  taxes  ;  the 
said  affidavits  of  all  persons  making  such  claims,  and  the  affidavits 
of  the  witnesses  to  their  residence,  shall  be  preserved  by  the 
election  board,  and,  at  the  close  of  the  election,  they  shall  be  in¬ 
closed  with  the  list  of  voters,  tally  list  and  other  papers  required 
by  law  to  be  filed  by  the  return  judge  with  the  prothonotary,  and 
ffiall  remain  on  file  therewith  in  the  prothonotary’s  office,  subject 
to  examination  as  other  election  papers  are;  if  the  election 
officers  shall  find  that  the  applicant  possesses  all  the  legal  qualifica¬ 
tions  of  a  voter  he  shall  be  permitted  to  vote,  and  his  name  shall 
be  added  to  the  list  of  taxables  by  the  election  officers,  the  word 
“  tax  ”  being  added  where  the  claimant  claims  to  vote  on  tax,  and 
the  word  “age”  where  he  claims  to  vote  on  age,  the  same  words 
being  added  by  the  clerks  in  each  case  respectively  on  the  lists  of 
persons  voting  at  such  election. 
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Section  ii.  It  shall  be  lawful  for  any  qualified  citizen  of  the 
district,  notwithstanding  the  name  of  the  proposed  voter  is  con- 
Challenge,  tained  on  the  list  of  resident  taxables,  to  challenge  the  vote  of 
ow  ieeu\  (. .  guc]1  pers011)  whereupon  the  same  proof  of  the  right  of  suffrage  as 
Proof  re-  is  now  required  bylaw  shall  be  publicly  made  and  acted  on  by 
the  election  board,  and  the  vote  admitted  or  rejected  according 
to  the  evidence ;  every  person  claiming  to  be  a  naturalized 
citizen  shall  be  required  to  produce  his  naturalization  certificate 
at  the  election  before  voting,  except  where  he  has  been  for  five 
years  consecutively  a  voter  in  the  district  in  which  he  offers  his 
vote,  and  on  the  vote  of  such  person  being  received,  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  election  officers  to  write  or  stamp  on  such 
certificate  the  word  “voted,”  with  the  day,  month  and  year,  and 
if  any  election  officer  or  officers  shall  receive  a  second  vote  on  the 
same  day,  by  virtue  of  the  same  certificate,  excepting  where  sons 
are  entitled  to  vote  because  of  the  naturalization  of  their  fathers, 
they  and  the  person  who  shall  offer  such  second  vote  shall  be 
guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  on  conviction  thereof  be  fined  or 
imprisoned,  or  both,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court;  but  the  fine 
shall  not  exceed  five  hundred  dollars  in  each  case,  nor  the  im¬ 
prisonment  one  year}  the  like  punishment  shall  be  inflicted,  on 
conviction,  on  the  officers  of  election  who  shall  neglect  or  refuse 
to  make  or  cause  to  be  made  the  indorsement  required  as  aforesaid 
on  said  naturalization  certificate. 

Section  .12.  If  any  election  officer  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  re¬ 
quire  such  proof  of  the  right  of  suffrage  as  is  prescribed  by  this 
law  or  the  laws  to  which  this  is  a  supplement,  from  any  person 
offering  to  vote  whose  name  is  not  on  the  list  of  assessed  voters,  or 
whose  right  to  vote  is  challenged  by  any  qualified  voter  present, 
and  shall  admit  such  person  to  vote  without  requiring  such  proof, 
every  person  so  offending  shall,  upon  conviction,  be  guilty  of  a 
misdemeanor,  and  shall  be  sentenced  for  every  such  offence  t6  pay 
a  fine  not  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars,  or  to  undergo  an  im- 
quiring  proof prisonment  not  more  than  one  vear,  or  both,  at  the  discretion  of 
the  court. 

Section  i  ;.  As  soon  as  the  polls  shall  close  the  officers  of 


Penalty. 


Penalty  for 
an  election 
officer  not  re 


o- 


How  votes  election  shall  proceed  to  count  all  the  votes  cast  for  each  candi- 
shallbecoun-  .... 

ted  and  re-  date  voted  for,  and  make  out  a  full  return  of  the  same  in  triplicate, 
turns  made  .  .  . 

with  a  return  sheet  in  addition,  in  all  of  which  the  votes  received 

by  each  candidate  shall  be  given  after  his  or  her  name,  first  in 

words  and  again  in  figures,  and  shall  be  signed  by  all  of  said 
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officers,  and  certified  by  overseers,  if  any,  or  if  not  so  certified  the 
overseers  and  any  officer  refusing  to  sign  or  certify,  or  either  of 
them,  shall  write  upon  each  of  the  returns  his  or  their  reasons  for  not 
signing  or  certifying  them  ;  the  vote  as  soon  as  counted  shall  also 
be  publicly  and  fully  declared  from  the  window  to  the  citizens 
present,  and  a  brief  statement,  showing  the  votes  received  by  each 
candidate,  shall  be  made  and  signed  by  the  election  officers  as 
soon  as  the  vote  is  counted,  and  the  same  shall  be  immediately 
posted  up  on  the  door  of  the  election  house  for  information  of  the 
public ;  the  triplicate  returns  shall  be  enclosed  in  envelopes,  and 
be  sealed  in  the  presence  of  the  officers,  and  one  envelope  with 
the  unsealed  return  sheet,  given  to  the  judge,  which  shall  contain 
one  list  of  voters,  tally  papers  and  oaths  of  officers,  and  another  of 
said  envelopes  shall  be  given  to  the  minority  inspector  ;  all  judges 
living  within  twelve  miles  of  the  prothonotary’s  office,  or  within 
twenty-four  miles,  if  their  residence  be  in  a  town,  village  or  city 
upon  the  line  of  a  railroad  leading  to  the  county  seat,  shall  before 
two  o’clock  post  meridian  of  the  day  after  the  election,  and  all 
other  judgSs  shall  before  twelve  o’clock  meridian  of  the  second 
day  after  the  election,  deliver  said  return,  together  with  return  Returns  to  be 
sheet  to  the  prothonotary  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  the  of  plrothom>e 
county,  which  said  return  sheet  shall  be  filed,  and  the  day  andUl> 
hour  of  filing  marked  thereon,  and  shall  be  preserved  by  the  protho¬ 
notary  for  public  inspection  ;  at  twelve  o’clock  on  the  said  second 
day  following  any  election,  the  prothonotary  of  the  Court  of  Com¬ 
mon  Pleas  shall  present  the  said  returns  to  the  said  court,  in  coun¬ 
ties  where  there  is  no  resident  president  judge,  the  associate 
judges  shall  perform  the  duties  imposed  upon  the  Court  of  Com¬ 
mon  Pleas,  which  shall  convene  for  said  purpose  :  the  returns 
presented  by  the  prothonotary  shall  be  opened  by  said  court,  and 
computed  by  such  of  its  officers  and  such  of  its  sworn  assistants  as 
the  court  shall  appoint,  in  the  presence  of  a  judge  or  judges  of  said 
court,  and  the  returns  certified,  and  certificates  of  election  issued 
under  the  seal  of  the  court,  as  is  now  required  to  be  done  by  re¬ 
turn  judges  ;  and  the  vote  as  so  computed  and  certified  shall  be 
made  a  matter  of  record  in  said  court  ;  the  sessions  of  the  said  court 
shall  be  open  to  the  public,  and  in  case  the  return  of  any  election 
district  shall  be  missing  when  the  returns  are  presented,  or  in  case 
of  complaint  of  a  qualified  elector  under  oath,  charging  palpable 
fraud  or  mistake,  and  particularly  specifying  the  alleged  fraud  or 
mistake,  or  where  fraud  or  mistake  is  apparent  on  the  return,  the 
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court  shall  examine  the  retur  1,  and  if  in  the  judgment  of  the  court 
it  shall  be  necessary  to  a  just  return,  said  court  shall  issue  sum¬ 
mary  process  against  the  election  officers  and  overseers,  if  any, 
of  the  election  district  complained  of  to  bring  them  forthwith  into 
court,  with  all  election  papers  in  their  possession,  and  if  palpable 
mistake  or  fraud  shall  be  discovered,  it  shall,  upon  such  hearing  as  | 
may  be  deemed  necessary  to  enlighten  the  court,  be  corrected  by  . 
the  court,  and  so  certified,  but  all  allegations  of  palpable  fraud  or  3 
mistake  shall  be  decided  by  the  said  court  within  three  days  after  : 
the  day  the  returns  are  brought  into  court  for  computation,  and  the  i 
said  inquiry  shall  be  directed  only  to  palpable  fraud  or  mistake  and  j 
shall  not  be  deemed  a  judicial  adjudication  to  conclude  any  contest  ! 
now  or  hereafter  to  be  provided  by  law;  and  the  other  of  said  tripli-  , 
cate  returns  shall  be  placed  in  the  box  and  sealed  up  with  the  bal-  i 
lots ;  nothing  in  this  act  shall  require  the  returns  of  election  of  town-  i 
ship  or  borough  officers  to  be  made  to  the  court,  as  directed  in  : 
this  section,  but  all  returns  of  the  election  of  township  and  bo¬ 
rough  officers  shall  be  inclosed  in  a  sealed  cover  directed  to  the 
Prothonotary  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  the  proper  county, 
and  shall  by  some  one  of  them  be  delivered  into  his  office  within  | 
three  days  after  every  such  election,  and  filed  therein ;  in  counties 
where  there  are  three  or  more  judges  of  said  court  learned  in  the  < 
law,  at  least  two  judges  shall  sit  to  compute  and  certify  returns 
unless  unavoidably  prevented  ;  if  any  of  the  said  judges  shall  him¬ 
self  be  a  candidate  for  any  office  at  any  election  he  shall  not  sit 
with  the  court  or  act  in  counting  the  returns  of  such  election,  and 
in  such  cases  the  other  judges,  if  any,  shall  act,  and  if  in  any 
county  there  shall  be  no  judge  qualified  to  hold  the  said  court  under 
the  provisions  of  this  act  present  and  able  to  act,  then  and  in  every  j 
such  case  the  register  of  wills,  the  sheriff  and  the  county  commis-  j 
sioners  of  the  proper  county,  shall  be  and  constitute  a  board  who,  j 
or  a  majority  of  whom,  shall  have  and  exercise  all  the  powers  and  I 
perform  all  the  duties' vested  in  or  required  to  be  performed  by 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  such  county,  by  and  under  the 
provisions  of  this  section  ;  but  none  of  the  said  officers  shall  act  I 
as  a  member  of  such  board  when  himself  a  candidate  for  any  office 
at  the  election,  the  returns  of  which  the  said  board  is  required  to 
count  under  the  provisions  of  this  section ;  the  returns  required 
by  this  act  to  be  presented  by  the  Prothonotary  of  the  Courts  of 
Common  Pleas  of  the  counties  of  Philadelphia  and  Alleghany 
respectively,  shall  be  presented  to  such  three  or  more  of  the  judges 
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of  the  several  Courts  of  Common  Pleas  of  said  counties  respec¬ 
tively  as  the  judges  of  said  courts,  or  a  majority  of  them,  may 
designate  to  perform  the  duty  of  receiving,  computing  and  certi¬ 
fying  said  returns;  when  two  or  more  counties  are  connected  for 
the  election  of  any  officer  the  courts  of  such  counties  shall  each 
appoint  a  return  judge  to  meet  at  such  time  and  place  as  required 
by  law  to  compute  and  certify  the  vote  of  such  districts  ;  all  offi¬ 
cers  provided  for  by  this  act  shall  be  compensated  as  like  officers  Com pensa- 
are  paid  by  existing  laws ;  whenever  a  place  has  been  or  shall  be 
provided  by  the  authorities  of  any  city,  county,  township,  or  bo¬ 
rough  for  the  safe  keeping  of  the  ballot-boxes,  the  judge  and  mi¬ 
nority  inspector  shall,  after  the  election  shall  be  finished  and  the 
ballot-box  or  boxes  containing  the  tickets,  list  of  voters  and  Ballot  boxes, 
other  papers  have  been  securely  bound  with  tape  and  sealed,  and 
the  signatures  of  the  judge  and  inspectors  affixed  thereto,  forth¬ 
with  deliver  the  same,  together  with  the  remaining  boxes,  to  the 
mayor  and  recorder  of  such  city,  or  in  counties,  townships  or  bo¬ 
roughs,  to  such  person  or  persons  aS  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas 
of  the  proper  county  may  designate  at  the  place  provided  as  afore¬ 
said,  who  shall  then  deposit  the  said  boxes,  and  keep  the  same  to 
answer  the  call  of  any  court  or  tribunal  authorized  to  try  the 
merits  of  such  election ;  whenever  the  election  officers  of  any 
election  district  shall  require  the  election  boxes  of  such  district  to 
hold  any  election  which  by  law  they  are  or  shall  be  required  to 
hold,  they  shall  keep  the  same  securely  in  their  possession  without 
opening  until  the  morning  of  such  election,  and  until  they  shall 
severally  be  sworn  or  affirmed  not  to  disclose  how  any  elector  shall 
have  voted,  and,  after  being  so  sworn  or  affirmed,  they  shall  open 
the  said  boxes  and  burn  and  totally  destroy  all  the  ballots  and 
other  papers  which  they  shall  find  therein  before  proceeding  to 
hold  such  election. 

Section  14.  That  from  and  immediately  after  the  passage  of  Assessors  t0 
this  act  the  court  of  Common  Pleas  in  the  proper  county,  in  elec-  the  Court1 
tion  districts  wherein  assessors  have  not  heretofore  been  elected,  piea°mn1011 
shall  appoint  one  reputable  person  in  each  election  district  to  be 
assessor  thereof,  who  shall  perform  all  the  duties  relating  to  elec¬ 
tions  now  required  to  be  performed  by  assessors  under  the  provi¬ 
sions  of  this  act ;  such  assessors  shall  be  appointed  as  nearly  as 
can  be  ascertained  from  the  party  having  a  majority  of  the  votes 
•in  their  respective  districts. 

Spcnox  15.  That  at  the  election  to  be  held  on  the  third  Tues- 
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Judges  and  in¬ 
spectors  how 
elected.  As¬ 
sessors  how 
elected. 


Duties  of  as¬ 
sessors. 


Power  to  ad¬ 
minister 
oaths. 


Compensa¬ 
tion  of  asses 
sors. 


day  ot  February  next,  and  at  the  election  annually  thereafter,  there  I 
shall  be  elected  in  each  election  district  in  the  State,  as  well  in  i 
those  wherein  the  registration  of  voters  has  heretofore  been  made  | 
by  officers  appointed,  and  not  chosen  by  the  people,  to ’perform  | 
the  duty,  as  in  all  others,  one  person  as  judge  and  two  inspectors,  \ 
in  conformity  with  the  general  laws  of  the  Commonwealth,  to  i 
conduct  the  elections  for  one  year,  and  also  an  assessor,  who  shall  | 
perform  the  duties  incident  to  elections,  as  required  by  the  provi-  I 
sions  of  this  act. 

Section  16.  That  the  assessors  appointed  under  the  fourteenth  | 
section  of  this  act  shall,  within  five  days  after  their  appointment,  |i 
proceed  to  make  out  lists  of  the  qualified  electors  in  their  respec-  fi 
tive  election  districts,  and  deliver  the  same  to  the  commissioners, 
who  shall  transmit  a  certified  copy  of  the  same  to  the  judge  of  i 
each  election  district  at  least  forty-eight  hours  before  the  election 
to  be  held  on  the  third  Tuesday  of  February  next;  said  assessors  j- 
shall  also  post  ten  copies  thereof  in  conspicuous  places  in  each  1 
election  district  at  least  ten  days  before  said  election  ;  and  the 
lists  so  made  by  the  assessors  during  the  two  secular  days  preced-  j! 
ing  the  day  of  the  delivery  thereof  to  the  commissioners  (of  which  f 
days  public  notice  shall  be  given  by  hand-bills  throughout  said  : 
districts)  shall  be  open  for  inspection  and  correction  in  the  custody  - 
of  the  said  assessor  from  io  A.  M.  to  3  P.  M.,  and  from  6  P.  M.  to 
9  P.  M.  of  each  of  said  days,  in  the  manner  provided  in  section  2 
of  this  act ;  and  all  of  the  remedies,  privileges  and  powers  secured 
and  provided  thereby  are  hereby  made  applicable  to  the  lists  herein 
named. 

Section  17.  The  respective  assessors,  inspectors  and  judges  of  : 
the  election  shall  each  have  the  power  to  administer  oaths  to  any 
person  claiming  the  right  to  be  assessed,  or  the  right  of  suffrage, 
or  in  regard  to  any  other  matter  or  thing  required  to  be  done  or 
inquired  into  by  any  of  said  officers  under  this  act,  and  any  wilful, 
false  swearing  by  any  person  in  relation  to  any  matter  or  thing 
concerning  which  they  shall  be  lawfully  interrogated  by  any  of 
said  officers  or  overseers  shall  be  perjury. 

Section  18.  The  assessors  shall  each  receive  the  same  compen¬ 
sation  for  the  time  necessarily  spent  in  performing  the  duties 
hereby  enjoined  as  is  provided  by  law  to  assessors  making 
valuations,  to  be  paid  by  the  county  commissioners,  as  in  other 
cases ;  and  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  assessor  to  assess  a  tax 
against  any  person  whatever  within  sixty-one  days  next  preceding 
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the  annual  election  in  November ;  any  violation  of  this  provision 
shall  be  a  misdemeanor,  and  subject  the  officer  so  offending  to  a 
fine,  on  conviction,  not  exceeding  one  hundred  dollars,  or  to  im¬ 
prisonment  not  exceeding  three  months,  or  both,  at  the  discretion 
of  the  court. 

Section  iq.  Any  assessor,  election  officer,  or  persons  appointed  Penalty  for 
'  any  assessox- 

as  an  overseer,  who  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  perform  any  duty  or  election 

enjoined  by  this  act  without  reasonable  or  legal  cause,  shall  be  tng  to  perform 
J  °  any  duty  en- 

subject  to  a  penalty  of  one  hundred  dollars,  and  if  any  assessor  joined  by;this 

shall  knowingly  assess  any  person  as  a  voter  who  is  not  qualified, 
or  shall  wilfully  refuse  to  assess  any  ©ne  who  is  qualified,  he  shall 
be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor  in  office,  and  on  conviction  be  pun¬ 
ished  by  a  fine  not  exceeding  one  thousand  dollars,  or  imprison¬ 
ment  not  exceeding  two  years,  or  both,  at  the  discretion  of  the 
court,  and  also  be  subject  to  an  action  for  damages  by  the  party 
aggrieved  ;  and  if  any  person  shall  fraudulently  alter,  add  to, 
deface  or  destroy  any  list  of  voters  made  out  as  directed  by  this 
act,  or  tear  down,  or  remove  the  same  from  the  place  where  it  has 
been  fixed,  with  fraudulent  or  mischievous  intent,  or  for  any  im¬ 
proper  purpose,  the  person  so  offending  shall  be  guilty  of  a  misde¬ 
meanor,  and,  on  conviction,  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  not  ex- d|“troyingr 
ceeding  five  hundred  dollars,  or  imprisonment  not  exceeding  two  hst  of  voters- 
years,  or  both,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court ;  and  if  any  person 
shall  by  violence  or  intimidation  drive,  or  attempt  to  drive,  from 
the  polls  any  person  or  persons  appointed  by  the  court  to  act  as 
overseers  of  an  election,  or  in  any  way  wilfully  prevent  said  over¬ 
seers  from  performing  the  duties  enjoined  upon  them  by  this  act, 

such  person  shall  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and,  upon  conviction  Penalty  for 
r  °  J  r  preventing 

thereof,  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  not  exceeding  one  thousand  any  election 

°  officer  from 

dollars,  or  by  imprisonment  not  exceeding  two  years,  or  both,  at  performing 
the  discretion  of  the  court ;  any  person  who  shall  on  the  day  of 
any  election  visit  a  polling  place  in  any  election  district  at  which 
he  is  not  entitled  to  vote,  and  shall  use  any  intimidation  or  vio¬ 
lence  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  any  officer  of  election  from 
performing  the  duties  required  of  him  by  law,  or  for  the  purpose 
of  preventing  any  qualified  voter  of  such  district  exercising  his 
right  to  vote,  or  from  exercising  his  right  to  challenge  any  person 
offering  to  vote,  such  person  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misde¬ 
meanor,  and,  upon  conviction  thereof,  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  peualtv  fOV 
not  exceeding  one  thousand  dollars,  or  by  imprisonment  not  ex-  any^quaUHed 
[  ceeding  two  years,  or  both,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court;  any  voting!  °m 
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clerk,  overseer  or  election  officer  who  shall  disclose  how  any  elec¬ 
tor  shall  have  voted,  unless  required  to  do  so  as  a  witness  in  a 
judicial  proceeding,  shall  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and,  upon 
Penalty  for  an  conviction  thereof,  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  not  exceeding  one 
cer^dfsclosUng  thousand  dollars,  or  by  imprisonment  not  exceeding  two  years,  or 
tor  voted!60"  both,  in  the  discretion  of  the  court. 

Section  20.  If  any  prothonotary  clerk,  or  the  deputy  of  either, 
or  any  other  person,  shall  affix  the  seal  of  any  court  to  any  naturali¬ 
zation  paper,  or  permit  the  same  to  be  affixed,  or  give  out,  or 
cause  or  permit  such  naturalization  paper  to  be  given  out  in  blank, 
whereby  it  may  be  fraudulently  used,  or  furnish  a  naturalization 
certificate  to  any  person  who  shall  not  have  been  duly  examined 
and  sworn  in  open  court  in  the  presence  of  some  of  the  judges 
thereof,  according  to  the  act  of  Congress,  or  shall  aid  in,  connive 
at,  or  in  any  way  permit  the  issue  of  any  fraudulent  naturalization 
certificate,  he  shall  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  or  if  any  one  shall 
fraudulently  use  any  such  certificate  of  naturalization,  knowing 
that  it  was  fraudulently  issued,  or  shall  vote  or  attempt  to  vote 
thereon  ;  or  if  any  one  shall  vote  or  attempt  to  vote  on  any  certifi¬ 
cate  of  naturalization  not  issued  to  him,  he  shall  be  guilty  of  a 
misdemeanor,  and  either  or  any  of  the  persons,  their  aiders  or 
abettors,  found  guilty  of  either  of  the  misdemeanors  aforesaid, 
Penalty  for  shall  be  fined  in  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  thousand  dollars,  and 

Issue ^nU^use imprisoned  in  the  proper  penitentiary  for  a  period  not  exceeding 

of  naturall/a-  , 

tton  papers,  t.iree  years. 


Section  21.  Any  person  who,  on  oath  or  affirmation,  in  or 

before  any  court  of  this  State,  or  officer  authorized  to  administer 

oaths,  shall,  to  procure  a  certificate  of  naturalization  for  himself  or 

any  other  person,  wilfully  depose,  declare  or  affirm  any  matter  to 

swearing  be  fact,  knowing  the  same  to  be  false,  or  shall,  in  like  manner, 

In' order 'to’  deny  any  matter  to  be  fact,  knowing  the  same  to  be  true,  shall  be 

procure  natu-  "  .  .  . ,  .  . .  . 

raiization  deemed  guilty  of  perjury,  and  any  certificate  ot  naturalization 
certificates.  '  '  ,  ,  .  .  ,  ,  ■  re¬ 

issued  in  pursuance  of  any  such  deposition,  declaration  or  affirma¬ 


tion  shall  be  null  and  void,  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  court 
issuing  the  same,  upon  proof  being  made  before  it  that  it  was 
fraudulently  obtained,  to  take  immediate  measures  for  recalling 
the  same  for  cancellation  ;  and  any  person  who  shall  vote  or 
attempt  to  vote  on  any  paper  so  obtained,  or  who  shall  in  any  way 
aid  in,  connive  at  or  have  any  agency  whatever  in  the  issue,  circu¬ 


lation  or  use  of  any  fraudulent  naturalization  certificate  shall  be 
deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  upon  conviction  thereof 
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shall  undergo  an  imprisonment  in  the  penitentiary  for  not  more 
than  two  years  and  pay  a  fine  not  more  than  one  thousand  dollars 
for  every  such  offence,  or  either  or  both,  at  the  discretion  of  the 
court. 

Section  22.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Com¬ 
monwealth  to  prepare  forms  for  all  the  blanks  made  necessary  by 
this  act,  and  furnish  copies  of  the  same  to  the  county  commission¬ 
ers  of  the  several  counties  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  the  county 
commissioners  of  each  county  shall,  as  soon  as  may  be  necessary 
after  receipt  of  the  same,  at  the  proper  expense  of  the  county,  pro¬ 
cure  and  furnish  to  all  the  election  officers  of  the  election  districts 
of  their  respective  counties  copies  of  such  blanks,  in  such  quanti¬ 
ties  as  may  be  rendered  necessary  for  the  discharge  of  their  duties 
under  this  act,  and  shall  pay  all  necessary  expenses  for  lights, 

1  rents,  fuel  and  stationery  on  bills  certified  by  the  election  officers. 

Section  23.  Special  elections,  and  all  elections  for  city,  ward, 

!  borough  and  township  officers,  for  regular  terms  of  service,  shall  be 
regulated  and  conducted  in  like  manner  as  general  elections,  and 
1  by  the  same  officers,  who  shall  perform  the  same  duties  and  be 
;  subject  to  the  same  penalties  as  are  provided  for  general  elections, 
unless  otherwise  provided  for  in  this  act. 

Section  24.  All  the  duties  imposed  by  this  act  upon  county 
commissioners  shall  be  performed  in  thfe  city  of  Philadelphia  by 
the  city  commissioners. 

Section  25.  All  funds  arising  from  fines  imposed  and  collected 
!  in  pursuance  of  the  foregoing  sections  shall  be  applied  to  the  com¬ 
mon  schools  of  the  county  in  which  said  fines  may  have  been  col¬ 
lected,  and  to  be  apportioned  among  several  school  districts  ac- 
;  cording  to  the  population  thereof. 

Section  26.  All  acts  or  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  with  this  act 
be  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed. 

H.  H.  McCORMICK, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

B.  B.  STRANG 

Speaker  of  the  Senate. 

Apfroved — The  thirtieth  day  of  January,  Anno  Domini  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-four. 

JOHN  F.  HARTRANFT. 
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Special  elec¬ 
tions. 


Repeal. 


